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has reduced humidity dramatically. That
was why Sinkyone and other California

Indians regarded giant redwood trees as
guardians of water. Elders still living re-

member when many streams ran all year—

not just during the rainy season. They tell
of springs which no longer flow.,
We're also documenting the failure of

500 years of European civilization to adapt
to this land: desertification is the failure of

culture. We want legal protection for not
only burial sites and artifacts, but also for
the plants that produced the seeds the
women ground with manos and metates.
The land expressed the culture. Restora-

If I have said anything in this essay, it is
this: as the land goes, so go the Indian
people; and as Indian people go, so goes
the land. The preservation/restoration of
our unique cultures is as critical to success
in land restoration as remnant old growth
forest and bunchgrass prairie.

It is time for Indian people once again
to be included in the national land de-
bate—not as a part of the problem, but as
part of the solution. The failure of the
dominant culture to acknowledge the In-
dian heritage as part of their own heritage
in this hemisphere has resulted in a split of
monumental proportions between History,

portunity to take the lead in healing this \
gaping wound in the land community by a |
holistic approach to land restoration—
bringing historical native land stewardship
together with environmental restoration

and community economic development.

For we are really healing ourselves when

we heal the land.

Auther’s note: 1 could not have written this article

without the deep insights given to me by David W.
Peri.

Dennis Martinez is involved with international
forest restoration efforts and has been working with

tion of our land is also cultural restoration.

Culture and Land. We how have the op-

the InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council for
several years.

Restoring Deer Grass

KAT ANDERSON

t 1:00 p.m. on a December after-

noon in 1991, Assistant District

Fuels Officer Jim Desmond, of
the Pineridge Ranger District, U.S. For-
est Service, sets off a line of fire at the
edge of the first deer grass cluster. One,
two, three, the fire backs over the clus-
ter with the help of a light westerly
wind. Within minutes the entire clump
of seven bunchgrasses has caught, send-
ing up a green smoke. Given the time of
year, it is amazing how readily the
plants burn.

“They look happy,” says Martha
Beecher (Mono) as she and her sisters,
Lydia, Edith, and Melba, look on with
approval.

This small Forest Service pilot project
is designed to reenact the ancient Mono
practice of burning deer grass in order
to increase its flower stalk production
and eliminate accumulated dead leaves.
The plants will be monitored over the
next two years to see how they respond
to burning. Another burn will be con-
ducted in 1993.

Lorrie Planas (Choinumni Yokuts-
Dunlap Mono), anthropologist for the
Kings River Ranger District, spent a lot
of time locating potential sites for the
burn in the Sierra National Forest. A site
that met all the requirements would be
accessible to both weavers and fire en-
gines, would have large stands of the
plants, would not be an active tradi-
tional gathering site, and would be
away from public view.

As the Beecher sisters look around
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this particular site, they notice a lot of
plants important to their people. Black
oaks, soaproot, sunflowers, and sour—
berries. “Next you can burn that [sour—
berryl,” Martha tells one of the crew.
After the last deer grass plant is com-
pletely consumed, Clyde Mackie (Mari-
posa Ranger District Fuels Officer)
reaches down inside the ash structure
and feels a woody base that hasn’t com-
pletely burned. This is where some of
the tiny buds will sprout, forming the
new leaf growth the following spring.

A prescribed burn in the Sierra National

_ Forest. Left to right: Clyde Mackie, Virgil
Bishop, Linda Bishop, unidentified person at
right. Photo by Kat Anderson.

Deer grass is at the crossroads of the
interests of Native Americans, archae-
ologists, and resource managers. Here
is a plant that is connected to ancient
human history and is still in demand
by contemporary weavers in different
parts of the state. Therefore, it is a natu-
ral and cultural resource—and the way
in which ecologists, botanists and natu-
ral resource managers deal with it af-
fects its quality and quantity for Native
American basketry.

Moves are underway by several For-
est Service District offices to give deer
grass special status, locate accessible
sites, and deter grazing and other in-
compatible land uses.

“We have several different designa-
tions that we can go about to ensure
the protection of that chunk of
ground,” says Tom Efird, Mariposa
District Ranger. “We’'ll certainly walk
down that road and work with those
groups to provide some level of protec-
tion of that area and if there is interest
in using the administrative site as a
traditional gathering place, then we can
so designate it.

“We're happy to have the opportu-
nity to contribute to this project. It's in
keeping with the heritage of Native
American people and our programs of
cultural resource management.”

The author wishes to thank the Native American
community for support for this project, the
Yosemite Association for financial support, and
the three Forest Service District offices (Kings
River Ranger District, Mariposa Ranger
District, Pineridge Ranger District) that
contributed valuable interest, time and labor.
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